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Congregational Prayer
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Even though President Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation (January 1, 1863), due to the lack of media,
slaves in Texas continued to live as slaves without knowing
that they had been freed. In the end, it was only ‘two and
a half years’ after the Emancipation Proclamation that they
learned that they had been liberated, and the day to
commemorate this is ‘Juneteenth’ (June 19, 1865).

Even free people can live like slaves. Almost 25 years
after Jesus declared “liberation from sin” on the cross, Paul
wrote a letter to the believers in Rome. Some believers
have not yet understood what it means to be free from the
bondage of sin.

They thought they could continue sinning because they
remained in grace (Romans 6:15). So, Paul reminded us
that if we are subordinate to anything, it becomes our
master (John 8:34), so if we commit sin, we become
slaves of sin. In the past we served sin, but now we
commit ourselves to living righteous lives because of the
freedom Jesus gave us. We have already changed our
status to free people, so let's actually enjoy it!
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