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In the book of Lamentations, we understood that the
heart can be punctured. “My splendor is gone,” Jeremiah
said, “and all that | had hoped from the Lord” (3:18).

His situation was far different from yours and mine. He
had preached God’s judgment, and he saw Jerusalem
defeated. The splendor was gone because he felt defeated,
isolated, and abandoned by God. But that’s not the end of
his story. Light shined through. Jeremiah, burdened and
broken, stammered out “I have hope” — hope that comes
from realizing that “because of the Lord’s great love we are
not consumed” (v. 22). And here is just what we need to
remember when the splendor is gone: God’'s “compassions
never fail. They are new every morning” (vv. 22-23). Even
in our darkest days, God's great faithfulness shines
through.




